
M A R C H  2 0 2 5

Wausau Office
510 N 17th Avenue 
Suite A
Wausau, WI 54401
(715) 355-4445

Eau Claire Office
3621 E Hamilton Ave.
Eau Claire, WI 54701
(715) 318-4540

Contact Us

retirewithbuska.com

1 Bureau of Labor Statistics, February 2025. 2 Conference Board. 3 Apple.com and Barrons.com.
Advisory services are offered through Buska Wealth Management, LLC, an SEC Investment Advisor. Insurance products and services are offered through 
Buska Retirement Solutions, Inc., an affiliated company. Buska Retirement Solutions, Inc. and Buska Wealth Management, LLC are not affiliated or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or any government agency. All written content is for information purposes only. It is not intended to provide any tax 
or legal advice or provide the basis for any financial decisions. The information contained herein is not an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy 
the securities, products or services mentioned, and no offers or sales will be made in jurisdictions in which the offer or sale of these securities, products or 
services is not qualified or otherwise exempt from regulation. The information contained in this material have been derived from sources believed to be 
reliable, but is not guaranteed as to accuracy and completeness and does not purport to be a complete analysis of the materials discussed.

Tax Services offered through Legacy Tax Solutions, LLC, an affiliated company.

Past performance is no guarantee of future results.

Copyright © 2025 Buska Wealth Management, LLC , All rights reserved.

Stocks Drop in  
February

In February, volatility resurfaced as the broader equity 
markets declined. The S&P 500 Index and the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average each fell 1%, and the Nasdaq Index lost 
nearly 4% for the month. 

In general, larger companies fared better in the month 
than their smaller counterparts. In addition, value-
oriented companies outperformed their growth peers 
across all market capitalizations. For example, the Russell 
1000 Value Index was approximately flat in February 
compared to a decline of nearly 7% for the Russell 2000 
Growth Index in the same period. 

Top-performing S&P 500 sectors in February included 
Consumer Staples, which rose an average of nearly 
6%, followed by Real Estate and Energy, both of which 
rose around 4%. Consumer Discretionary was the worst-
performing sector, with a loss of 9%, followed by the 
Communication Services’ decline of 6%.

Despite the monthly market decline, stocks have still 
appreciated significantly over the past year. From 
February 2024 through February 2025, the S&P 500 has 
gained over 18%.

Importantly, underlying fundamentals along with the 
economy show continued strength. In January, the 
unemployment rate ticked slightly lower, at 4.0%,1 and 
in February, the Conference Board’s measure of CEO 
confidence increased to its highest level in three years, 
indicating that leaders have an optimistic outlook in 

their business.2 In addition, large technology companies 
recently announced commitments to build plants in the 
U.S.: Apple announced it plans to spend more than $500 
billion across several states over the next four years and 
Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing plans to spend 
$100 billion on U.S.-based chip-making facilities.3

At Buska Wealth Management, we encourage investors 
to focus on their long-term goals and maintain a 
diversified portfolio. Often, headlines can create market 
volatility so one effective strategy to combat this risk is to 
invest a certain dollar amount on a monthly or quarterly 
basis. The money comes directly from your checking or 
savings account and into your investment account. This 
strategy, known as dollar cost averaging, avoids timing 
the market and takes the emotion out of investing.

As always, a Buska Financial Advisor is here to help 
you accomplish your financial goals and address any 
questions you may have.


